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  n 2003, 42 percent of the nation’s imports entered through the California ports 
of Los Angeles, Long Beach, Oakland and Port Hueneme.62 The maritime 
industry currently provides one of every 24 jobs in Southern California.63 The 
number of maritime jobs is expected to grow in conjunction with increased 
trade,64 which is forecasted to double by 2020.65 To support the continued 
vibrancy of the maritime industry, California must be proactive in providing 
port security measures that adequately ensure the safety of the goods being 
transferred through the ports, and the safety of the port workforce, as well as 
the surrounding communities. 66 

  
      To ensure the continued growth of trade, we must also invest in infrastructure 

that will accommodate increased port traffic.  Experts at California’s ports 
estimate that in six years, 90 percent of cargo will be shipped by sea, primarily due to the 
increasing use of mega-ships.67 To accommodate this trend, many ports outside of 
California have begun to invest in dredging wider and deeper harbor spaces. At one of 
the Commission’s 2004 quarterly meetings, guest speakers from the California 
Association of Port Authorities and the California Trucking Association emphasized the 
need to make the transfer of goods through our ports more efficient by investing in the 
state’s air, rail and highway transportation networks and decreasing “congestion costs” 
that have been reported to total as much as $20 billion annually in lost time and wasted 
fuel.68 

 
     California’s maritime industry provides key global gateways for trade between 
California’s businesses and their international trading partners. As the global maritime 
industry evolves, so too do port and shipping regulations imposed by international 
governments.  Consistent communication and networking opportunities can ensure that 
the numerous stakeholders in California’s maritime industry have the information they 
need to be competitive and compliant in the global maritime industry. The Commission’s 
efforts to foster communication and networking include:  

 

• Launching the California-Taiwan Business Forum in Taipei, a non-profit 
international trade partnership that facilitates business development and trade 
relations in California and Taiwan. 

• Meeting with port officials at the Kaohsuing Harbor Bureau in Taiwan to discuss 
security concerns and impediments to increased shipping activity between the two 
regions.   

• Working with the State Lands Commission, and discussing its ballast water 
exchange protocols, which defend against the invasion of non-native species 
discharged in ballast water from ships visiting California ports.  
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“Our economic 
future depends on 
the quality of our 

port infrastructure, 
which enables 

ocean carriers to 
deliver goods on 
time and cost-
effectively.” 

 
Wilson Lacy 

Director of Maritime 
Services 

Port of Oakland 


